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Well, we are back from vacation…now I need to get some rest.  While out west I attempted to 
locate some local woodworking items but they were pretty rare.  Not surprising given the few 
trees I saw all week.  I did however see some very nice bowls turned from local mesquite burl.  
Later we were amazed at the petrified wood in eastern Arizona and the process by which the 
wood cells are replaced by silica over time to crystallize the wood.  Some pieces of petrified 
wood have retained the original cellular structure of the wood; the grain can easily be seen and 
is quite exquisite in color and detail. 

� I want to thank Tom Surtees for doing such a fine job of coordinating last month’s meeting.  I 
understand Dale Lewis did his usual fine job of demonstrating his unusual talents in artistic 
woodworking.  I am always fascinated with Dale’s unique approach to making woodworking 
come alive. 

Looking toward the next few weeks we have several events that should be of interest to all of 
us.  The Buck Creek festival in Helena is set for May 7th and 8th and we encourage you to speak 
with Troy Stroud about how you can participate in these festivals, we really DO need your in-
volvement.  Then we have our next AWG meeting on May 15th with our yearly woodworking tool 
Silent Auction that always contains some nice bargains.  This is followed by the “CityFest” festi-
val in Alabaster on June 5th.  These festivals not only raise some much needed funds for the 
Guild but they serve as a venue to educate the public on the Alabama Woodworkers Guild’s 
function and purpose while attracting new members. 

Incidentally, we have a new lathe!  Due to the emerging interest in turning within the Guild, the 
Board voted to make the purchase of a high quality lathe and it will be demonstrated at our next 
meeting; you won’t want to miss this.  Lastly, it’s not too early to be thinking about the Guild’s 
Annual Show to be held at the Hoover Library.  John Lawson will be telling us more about this 
each month so please be working on a project to enter in the show. 

See you soon, 

Monta King 
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Don’t forget, the Buck Creek Festival is Friday and Saturday, May 7th & 8th in Helena.  The Guild will have two tents set up to 
sell Guild items as well as individual member items.  If you want to sell items at the Guild tent please notify Troy Stroud at 
205-213-0858.  Parking is free and shuttle transport is provided from Helena Elementary, Helena Baptist Church, Joe Tucker 
Park and Old Town Amphitheater.  For more information visit www.buckcreekfestival.com. 
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