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F E B RA RY  2006 

Pr esi den t ’s M essage 
Pl ease note that  ou r  Febr uar y meet i ng pl ace has been  chan ged due to con -

st r uct i on  a t  the sen i or  cen ter .  (J ust  another  r eason  we need ou r  own  faci l -
i t y.)  I  want  to thank Dan  Br ow n i n g and Gl enn  Ph i l l i ps for  k icking off the Wood-
working Center  at  our  last  meet ing. The idea of having our  own faci l i t y is exci t ing 
and I  was encouraged by the warm recept ion of the membership. Fol lowing the meet -
ing we had several people step forward with offers to help. The donat ion from Cer tex 
has raised $6500 so far  and there is more to sel l . Thanks to al l  of you! Dan  wi l l  give 
us an update at  our  next  meet ing. 

I  also want  to thank Fr ank  J ones for  his presentat ion at  the pre-meet ing on carv-
ing bal l  and claw feet . That  was a great  “teaser” for  his upcoming class.  

Those of you who were not  able to at tend Dean Black’s seminar  missed a t reat . I t ’s 
always interest ing to be in Dean’s company, his shop is fantast ic; the tour  of his beau-
t i ful  and creat ive home was great . I  want  to thank Dean and Sharon for  a fine day.  

I  hope you were able to at tend the woodworking show in At lanta and that  you en-
joyed i t  as I  did. I  spent  much of my t ime in the free classes and they were beneficial  
to me. There were sixty plus vendors there. I  must  say the annual show by the At -
lanta Gui ld had many real ly beaut i ful  pieces on display. I  know they were proud of 
their  work and have raised the bar  for  us this next  year . I  could have easi ly spent  two 
days--- 

I  sat  in on one of Kel ly Mehler ’s classes at  the show. Real ly made me excited that  he 
wi l l  be here – for  us – on March 3rd and 4th. Kel ly is an excel lent  woodworker  and pre-
senter , one of the best  I ’ve seen. I f you haven’t  signed up, do so now. Each session on 

(Continued on page 2) 

Febr uar y Pr ogr am by t he  
Pr oduct  M anagemen t  Team Fr om Del t a 

This months program wi l l  be a l i t t le di fferent  than programs in the immediate past . 
Present ing the program wil l  be the product  management  team from Delta Machinery in 
Jackson, TN, where their  tools and equipment  are designed and buil t .  

They wi l l  be present ing their  latest  product  int roduct ions (dr i l l  presses and tablesaws 
and possibly others). They also hope to get  some feedback from us by way of a Q &  A ses-
sion and possibly a shor t  survey regarding future development  projects. This should be an 
interest ing meet ing and i t  wil l  give you a chance to ask those quest ion about  al l  that  
Delta equipment  you own.  

Don ’t  for get  w e w i l l  be meet i ng at  t he Oak mont  M ethodi st  Chur ch !!!  Cl i f f     

Due to const r uct i on  a t  the H omewood Sen i or  Cen ter , ou r  Feb-
r uar y meet i ng wi l l  be a t  the Oak mon t  Method i st  Chu r ch  d i n -
i ng ha l l .  The chur ch  i s l ocated j ust  past  t he sen i or  cen ter  on  
the same si de of  the r oad 
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sol id case const ruct ion is independent  of the other . 
The cost  is $75 each or  both days for  $125 and that  
includes lunches. 

I  want  to congratulate and thank Buddy F i nch  for  
the job he is doing with the Fr iday PM program. I t  is 
our  goal this year  to offer  di fferent  things at  di fferent  
t imes to reach as many of our  members as possible 
and Buddy’s effor t  is a major  par t  of that . Fr iday PM 
would not  be possible without  the cont r ibut ion Tom 
and al l  the employees at  Woodcraft  make. Remember 
what  Woodcraft  does for  us when you have woodwork-
ing supply needs. 

Please see info elsewhere in the newslet ter  for  an 
update on our  hands-on classes. Have you decided on 
your  project  for  the show this year? Why not  coordi-
nate your  project  with one of the classes being offered 
this year? 

I  learned a lesson at  the last  meet ing --- our  mem-
bers don’t  respond to requests for  volunteers on the 
spot . I  want  to thank al l  of you who came forward af-
ter  the meet ing offer ing to help! 

See you Thursday! 

Bi l l  

(Continued from page 1) Planned H ands-on  Classes for  2006 
Al l  classes except Frank Jones’ are scheduled for  Saturdays 8:00 

AM unti l  noon. 

Nan t uck et  Bask et s Dw i gh t  H ost et t er  wi l l  teach a hands 
on class (l imited to 7 students) on making Nantucket  Baskets 
beginning March 11th at  J im  L ee’s shop for  4 to 6 weeks. 

The class wi l l  cover  al l  facets of making these baskets. Each 
student  wi l l  need a form for  the basket  to be made pr ior  to the 
class. Dw igh t  wi l l  need help from some of the students profi -
cient  wi th a lathe to bui ld the needed forms. Please volunteer  to 
help make the forms. There wi l l  be an addi t ional  mater ials fee 
for  your  basket .  

This class has two avai lable slots.  J ames and Ann  Ar m-
st r ong, Buzz and Nelda K el l y , and Bob M oor e have already 
registered. 

Scu l pt i ng Wood Began February 11th, Dale L ew i s is teach-
ing an 8 to 10 week hands-on course on sculpt ing wood at  his 
shop near  Oneonta. (No class March 4th.)  This class is ful l .  
Class members are Bi l l  Sh i ver s, Chuck  Wi l l i ams, Bi l l  H ost , 
J i m  Caldw el l , Shane Car t er , and J i m L ee. 

They are learning methods of sculpt ing wood, as per tains to 
furni ture const ruct ion. Methods include the use of the band saw, 
lathe, gr inders, sanders, dermal tools, rasp, fi les and carving 
chisels. Dale wi l l  work on a chair  wi th a scooped seat  and stu-
dents wi l l  work on projects of choice. The fi rst  meet ing was an 
overview, select ion of projects, woods and other  considerat ions. 
Some tools wi l l  be available but  the par t icipants wi l l  also need to 
supply some.  

Fur n i t u r e Rest or at i on  and Ref i n i sh i ng Beginning 
Apr i l  22nd H ar old  H al l  wi l l  teach a 3 to 5 week hands-on class 
on restorat ion and refinishing furni ture (l imited to 8 students) 
Classes wi l l  meet  at  J i m ’s shop except  one meet ing at  H ar old ’s 
shop to learn about  st r ipping.  Each student  wi l l  have a project  
to work on. H ar old  wi l l  guide the students through the learning 
exper iences as the students complete their  projects. (St i l l  two 
months away and J ames L ee has already signed up.) 
 
The Scr ol l  Saw  Beginning May 27th Cl i f f  Dan i els wil l  teach 
a 6 week hands-on class on the scroll  saw (l imited to 6 students) 
at  J i m ’s shop.  A repeat  of the popular  class Cl i f f  taught  last  
year , i t  covers select ing, maintaining, and safe operat ion of the 
scrol l  saw. Techniques of making several  projects wi l l  be cov-
ered.  (Chuck  Wi l l i ams has signed up.) 
 
Bu i ld i ng a H i gh  St y le Table  Beginning May 6th J ohn  
L aw son  wi l l  teach a 10 to 12 week hands-on class (l imited to 6 
students) on bui lding a table with curved sur faces, veneer ing, 
inlaying and wooden hinges in Buzz and Nelda’s shop. The stu-
dents wi l l  work on a “class” table and i t  is expected that  each 
student  wi l l  bui ld his/her  own table at  home along with the pro-
gress in class. Class intermediate to advanced. (Br i an  Stauss, 
Chuck  Wi l l i ams, and M i k e K ey have already signed up.) 
�
Note l imi ted class sizes.  Should more than the al lotted number  wish 
to take a class, we wi l l  draw names to determine who wi l l  be able to 
attend. Please see or  cal l  Mi k e Key (205)-663-9036 to register . Classes 
are $85 except Fr ank  J ones classes which are free to Gui ld members. 

2006 TRAI NI NG CL ASSES ARE  
AL READY UNDER WAY! 

Fr ank  J ones hosted his fi rst  class for  2006 on 
February 4th teaching students, J i m  Anchor s, 
Buzz, and Nelda K el l y  how to make his signa-
ture walking st icks.  Al l  three came away with a 
good star t  on a good looking walking st ick.  On 
February 11th he cont inues with his second walk-
ing st ick class.  Class members include Pau l  
M anci l l , Ray Sw or ds, and St eve L eSeuer .  
Walking st ick classes wi l l  be taught  again in May. 

The March 11 class on hand cut  dovetai ls is 
already ful l  as wel l .  Chu ck  Wi l l i ams, T r oy  
St r ou d, and L ar r y  Youn g wil l  be at tending.  
Fr ank ’s classes begin at  9 AM.  Fr ank  wi l l  be 
teaching hand cut  dovetai ls again in June.  I n 
Apr i l  and August  Fr an k  wi l l  be teaching carving 
bal l  and claw feet .   

Fr ank  doesn’t  eat  lunch but  invites you to 
br ing a sandwich and take a break i f you would 
l ike.  Classes are fi l l ing up fast .  See M i k e K ey i f 
you are interested in par t icipat ing any these or  
any other  classes being taught  by the Guild this 
year . 
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Not es f r om t he Boar d  

The March Board meet ing wi l l  
be held at  J i m  L ee’s shop in 
preparat ion for  the Kel ly Mehler  
presentat ion. (Board meet ings 
are normal ly held the 1st  Thurs-
day of each month at  Bruno’s on 
Hwy 150 in Hoover .  Al l  members 
are welcome.)  

We wi l l  have a sign in sheet  at  
the February meet ing and hence 
for th.  We need a bet ter  record of 
how many folks and which ones 
are at tending meet ings.  We had 
73 at tendees at  the January 
meet ing. 

We have wood for  toys being 
stored at  J i m  L ee’s shop, L ee 
Beadl es house, and M i k e K ey’s 
shop.   

We would l ike to create and 
publ ish a l ist  of Gui ld members 
who are wi l l ing to mentor  to 
other  members.  J ames Ar m-
st r ong wi l l  begin to compile a 
l ist  of who is wi l l ing to be a men-
tor  and on what  subject . 

Due to the change in meet ing 
places, we wi l l  have no pre-
meet ing program in February.  
Fr ed Bak er  wi l l  do a pre-
meet ing program in March.  
Fr ed wi l l  be doing a demo on 
router  cut  dovetai ls using a 
dovetai l  jig. 

Our  2006 membership direc-
tory is under  way to being pro-
duced.  We are hoping to have 
the new director ies ready in 
t ime for  the February meet ing. 

Wal t er  Bar n et t  cont inues to 
col lect  dues for  2006.  He is also 
col lect ing changes to the Gui ld 
directory informat ion.  We are 
asking that  each member sign a 
waiver  of l iabi l i t y form as they 
renew their  membership appl i -
cat ion this year .  

Buzz K el l y  repor ts that  Bi l l  
Sn i pes and Bar r on  Bar t l et t  
have volunteered to help wi th 
pre-meet ing setup each month. 

Welcome new  member s! 

J er r y  J ohnson  
M ar k  L ee 

M ur r ay L ee 
J oey Page 

J er r y  Wi l l i ams 
Buddy Wi se 

H el i copt er s 

We were taught  good and proper  
How to make a hel icopter  

Fr ed showed his usual sk i l l  
As he taught  us how to  

Make a chopper  that  fi l led the bi l l  

With pat ience and ski l l  he taught  
And we turned out   

Just  the toy we sought  

So I  can say when al l  was done 
We had a finished toy  

And a wor ld of fun 

Words can not  be said 
How much we learned  

From that  guy named Fr ed 

Buddy Fi nch  

I t ems for  Sale 

For  Sale:  Craftsman 10" miter  
saw, 5 years old. $90 with Freud 
Diablo 80 tooth carbide t ipped 
blade or  $60 without  the blade.   
Br i an  St auss, 987-9997 or  
kybgs@bellsouth.net  

Craftsman 10" Tablesaw wi th ma-
chined pul leys and l ink belt  on 
casters. Adjustable dado blade 
included. $300.  J ef f  B i sh op  205-
913-2319-cel l �

Off  t o a Gr eat  St ar t  i n  2006! 

I n our  history sect ion of the Gui ld Member-
ship Directory we say that  the Alabama Wood-
workers Gui ld was organized to “provide a fo-
rum to promote woodworking ski l ls and inter-
ests.”  Already this year  we have shown this to 
be t rue by providing not  one but  two out-
standing seminars with wel l -known profes-
sional  woodworkers.  First  with Dean Black 
and coming up March 3rd and 4th with Kelly 
Mehler .  (Dean Black pictured turning a huge 
column below).   

We have great  member taught  classes going 
on (Frank Jones pictured above removing bark 
from a walking st ick) and outstanding pro-
grams coming up.  Your  board is working hard 
to promote woodworking and your  building 
commit tee is working hard to make our  dream 
of bui lding our  own faci l i ty become a real i ty.   

Get  i nvolved!!  You ’l l  be glad you  
d i d.    
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H om ew ood Sen i or  Cen t er  816 Oak Grove Road H om ew ood, AL 

Fr om I 65 Sou th , take the West  Oxmoor  exit , merge into center lane. Go 
through 2 l ights.  When in doubt, merge left . At  the 3rd l ight (Flor ida 
Gr i l l  and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the black mail box and 
turn r ight into Senior Center  proper ty. The center has a green roof. (205) 
943-0018 

Fr om I 65 Nor th , take the Oxmoor Road exit . Turn left . Go under inter -
state (3 l ights). When in doubt , merge left . At  the 3rd l ight (Flor ida Gr i l l  
and Weygand Surveyors) take a left . Go to the black mail box and turn 
r ight  into Senior  Center proper ty. The center has a green roof. (205) 943-
0018. 

M eet i ng Di r ect i ons: 

We are for tunate to have the fol lowing patrons who suppor t 
the Gui ld.  They are excel lent suppl iers of products or  services 
in the local  area that provide monetary suppor t or  al low us to 
use thei r  var ious faci l i ties for  Gui ld functions: 

The Dogw ood I nst i t u t e School  of  F i n e Wood-
w or k i n g  - a new woodworking school located in Alpha-
ret ta, GA offer ing courses in fine furni ture const ruct ion to 
beginning, intermediate and advanced students.  One, 
two, three and five day classes on a var iety of topics 
taught  by master  craftsmen from across the United States 
as well  as local  exper ts.  The mission of the school is to 
provide qual i ty inst ruct ional  courses to individuals who 
are interested in fur ther ing their  knowledge of woodwork-
ing at  al l  levels of interest  and ski l l .  1640 Mid-Broadwell  
Rd, Alpharet ta, GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 
www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

Dust y Saw  Woodw or k s For custom made furni ture 
and custom cabinets (205) 413-0184  Jim Lee  

J .R. Pr ew i t t  &  Associ at es, I nc.  I ndependent  I nsur-
ance Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewit t  &  Associates, 
I nc. is a fami ly owned agency that  has grown to one of the 
largest  fi rms in the Birmingham area.  Represent ing over  
a dozen insurance carr iers, the agency provides a ful l  
spect rum of insurance services to over  3500 cl ients.  From 
individuals to mult i -state corporat ions, the agency pr ides 
i tsel f on i t ’s loyal , long term cl ient  base as a resul t  of un-
paral leled customer service.  Contact  us for  your  personal, 
business, or  professional  insurance needs.  2100 17th Ave. 
South, Birmingham, AL 35205  Telephone (205)-933-9207 
FAX (205)-933-0450 

Pau l  M anci l l , Real t or   After  ret i rement  from Bell -
South Human Resources, I  have begun a career  in real  
estate.  I t  real ly has been an easy t ransi t ion for  me since I  
enjoy working with and helping people.  I  am now a ful l  
t ime agent  and a mult i -mi l l ion dollar  producer .  My ap-
proach to real  estate is very much l ike my approach to 
l i fe:  I  st r ive to work hard for  my cl ients, t reat  everyone 
with respect  and keep a sense of humor.  I f you or  some-
one you know is looking for  a Realtor  to ei ther  l ist  a prop-
er ty or  represent  a buyer  please let  me know and with 
every sale I  wi l l  make an addi t ional  donat ion to the Ala-
bama Woodworkers Gui ld.  I  can be reached at  (205) 706 
6252 

M ax Tool , I nc. is a dist r ibutor  of cut t ing tools, abra-
sives, MRO and machine shop suppl ies. Founded in 1985, 
we are located in Birmingham, Alabama. Max Tool repre-
sents the product  l ines of many of indust ry©s foremost  
manufacturers from around the wor ld.. 119 B Citat ion 
Court , Birmingham, AL 35209 (205) 942-2466 
www.maxtool inc.com 

The Aw ar ds &  Engr av i n g Place is a ful l  service en-
graving shop, offer ing both laser  and flatbed rotary en-
graving.  We engrave direct ly on wood, glass, plast ic, and 
a var iety of coated metals.  We offer  plaques, glass and 

Gui l d  Pat r ons 
acryl ic wards, t rophies, inter ior  signs and name badges.  We 
have been in business in Hoover  since 1987. Contact  Ken 
Murer ,The Awards &  Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover  Court , 
Hoover , Al  35226, 205-823-7676  fax  205-822-1111 

Woodcr af t  The Woodcraft  franchise in Pelham, AL is inde-
pendent ly owned by Tom and Kathy Nequet te.  I t  is a local 
business and Tom’s ful l  t ime occupat ion.  I t  depends upon i ts 
wel l  being by foster ing and maintaining as high a level  of rela-
t ionships as possible with al l  of our  customers.  Beyond that  i t  
is imperat ive for  the store to enhance and promote woodwork-
ing in al l  of i ts forms.  The Alabama Woodworker©s Gui ld is an 
integral  par t  of these goals.  Not  only do we value the members 
as customers but  we value what  the Guild represents and 
br ings to our  community.  We bel ieve in suppor t ing the Gui ld, 
i ts growth and i ts members.  We thank you for  your  pat ronage 
and your  fr iendship. (see our  ad page 6)  

Comm er ci al  H eat i n g an d Ai r , Char l i e Ar d  

K eep Your  Tools Shar p! 

Fr ed Sandl i n , an AWG member who owns and operates a 
professional  sharpening service, wi l l  pick-up your  saw blades 
and other  tools at  each meeting, sharpen them, and return 
them to you the fol lowing month. Fr ed ’s charge for  this service 
is at  his standard rates less a 5% discount  for  Gui ld members.  

Cal l  Fr ed at  663-7524 to coordinate the pick-up and del ivery. 

Our  Fr i days at  WoodCr af t  gr oup meet  at  noon  on  Fr i days 
at  WoodCr af t  t o eat  l unch  and t a l k  abou t  woodwor k i ng.  
Somet i mes we even  mak e a l i t t l e sawdust .  Pl ease br i ng 
your  l unch  and j oi n  us! 

Fr i day Gr ou p Calendar  

Feb. 17 Wil l  Pate turning an ornament  
24 Toys and things 

March      3 Toys and things  
(Kel ly Mahler  is in town.  Expect  a low turn out ) 
10 Make a jig 
17 Toys and Things 
24 Cl i f f  Dan i el s demos scrol l  saw i tems 
31 Recap the quar ter  

For  the February 16th meet ing only—dr ive just  past  
Senior  Center  to Oakmont  Methodist  Church.  We are 
meet ing in the dining hal l  around back. 
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Abou t  Us 

Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newslet ter  is publ ished monthly for  i ts members and other interested par t ies.  Gui ld meet ings are held 
monthly on the third Thursday at  6:30 p.m. at the Homewood Senior  Center , 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL.   

Informat ion concerning the Guild may be secured by cal l ing Wal t er  Bar net t , Tr easur er  at  (205) 933-9207. 
Our  Webmaster is  Br i an  St auss.  See our website at :  w w w .alabam aw oodw or k er sgu i ld .or g  
Contact our Gui ld  New s Ed i t or  at   nelbuz@msn.com. 


